NPLH: THE CREATURE IN THE RYE
The episode is set in the year 1893 and follows the events of Holmes in Time for Christmas.


SHERLOCK HOLMES and IRENE ADLER  are still on the run from the Moriarty Club and through the course of their journey are passing through a forest. It is here they meet HG WELLS and his wife MARY WELLS. Mr Wells begins to tell Holmes and Adler about his latest novel he is trying to publish “The Time Machine.” 
He claims it is a loosely based memoir and he used to have a time machine himself until the Government took it away from him. Holmes concludes Mr Wells is mad and leaves.


Shortly after he meets up with MYCROFT HOLMES who informs Sherlock he has a task for him. A minister’s daughter VIOLET KENSINGTON has been kidnapped. A man dubbed “The Beast Master,” who has control over what is believed to be a Panther, is holding her to ransom. They were last seen in the rye grain crop fields near to forest.

Sherlock agrees to take on the case and begins looking for clues in the forest. He follows a series of clues including an eyebrow pencil engraved with VK and a strand of purple cloak matching the one Mycroft described her to have been wearing. 
These all lead to Sherlock and Irene Adler in the correct direction and they soon come to the unconscious body of Violet Kensington. While attending to her wounds Sherlock notices bite marks that appear to be more consistent with a human than a cat.


As he remarks upon this theory COLONEL SEBASTION MORAN  and  TONGA THE SAVAGE appear .They mockingly congratulate him for figuring it out. They confess they are the beast and beast master.

Moran is furious with Holmes for attempting to ruin his kidnapping plot. He tells Holmes he is going to kill him and asks if he has any last requests. Holmes replies he has just one - that as a music lover he would like to play a tune one last time.

Moran agrees to this and Holmes begins playing a penny whistle, while Moran mocks the lack of tune coming from the whistle Tonga becomes increasingly distressed. The whistle is causing all dogs near by to start howling and barking. Tonga gets so out of control that Moran is forced to sedate him with his own blow pipe. 

In the confusion of this Adler manages to draw her gun and force Moran to back off. Holmes then shoots Moran with Tonga’s own blow pipe knocking him out.

Holmes and Adler pick up the sedated Miss Kensington and escort her out of the forest to safety.




