NPLH: THE ABSENT PHANTOM
The episode opens with SHERLOCK HOLMES consulting with his latest client ALFREDS POPLAR, a mildly eccentric widower in his early 60’s. He tells Holmes that he fears he is being haunted as someone keeps coming into his room and moving objects about while he sleeps. More alarmingly, bruises are appearing on him as sleeps and he has no idea how they have got there. 

Holmes agrees to take on the case and attends Mr Poplars house to search his room for clues, he can find no evidence of any source of break in and no fingerprints but Mr Poplars.

Holmes and Miss Blake undertake a stake out on the property overnight but see no one entering the property. However, Mr Poplar tells Holmes that again someone has been in his room as objects were moved again. Mr Poplar fears it is his dead wife coming to haunt him as this only started upon her death.

Holmes reluctantly seeks out THE SPIRTUALIST to perform a séance to try and contact Mrs Poplar to see if she is the one responsible.

The séance results in The Spiritualist contacting Mrs Poplar successfully but the connection is faint, Mrs Poplar manages to get the message across that she is not behind the haunting but Mr Poplar “needs to see…” She is cut off and the connection is lost before they can establish what it is he needs to see.

As Miss Blake attends to now drained Spiritualist she accidently steps in a jar of peanut butter left by Holmes on the floor, she moans at him that it’s going to stain everything it touches. 

This sparks an idea for Holmes who rushes off with the jar to see Mr Poplar once more. Once there he tells Mr Poplar he needs 5 minutes alone in his room and instructs Mr Poplar to sleep in his clothes that night and not take a shower. 

The next day Mr Poplar returns to see Holmes and despairingly tells him it has happened yet again, more objects moved about in the night. This does not surprise Holmes and he begins to examine Mr Poplar’s clothes and hands. 

Satisfied with his examination he tells Mr Poplar that he knows who is behind it and he should not worry, because it is Mr Poplar himself who is behind the movements.

Holmes goes on to explain to the baffled Mr Poplar that his clothes and hands are stained with traces of Peanut butter, Holmes confesses he spread it himself upon a variety of items in Mr Poplars room, in touching and moving some of these objects the peanut butter has transferred itself to him. And the reason he couldn’t remember doing so was because he was sleep walking at the time.

Holmes then explains how this also accounts for the bruises, as Mr Poplar would have been bumping into things every night without knowing. Lastly Holmes points out that Mrs Poplars message was probably that he should see a doctor to help cure him of his sleepwalking, and it was likely the stress of the death of his wife brought it on in the first place. 



