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The best measure for a film’s popularity in the silent film era was the length 
of its run (the period of time it stayed in the theater). Based on run time the 
most popular Sherlock Holmes film of the silent film era had to be John 
Barrymore’s “Sherlock Holmes” of 1922 which played in theaters for over 
two years, quite a feat (but no surprise as John Barrymore was the number 
one box office star). Running a close second with a year and a half run was 
surprisingly, a little known today Holmes parody, 1921’s “Sherlock Brown”, 
starring Bert Lytell as William “Sherlock” Brown. However, when quantity is 
also added to the mix, with the addition of Stoll Films’ "The Adventures of 
Sherlock Holmes" (1921), "The Further Adventures of Sherlock 
Holmes" (1922) and "The Last Adventures of Sherlock Holmes" (1923) 
starring Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes, with forty-five shorts and two 
features, one could easily claim the years (1921-1923) were a golden age 
for the Sherlock Holmes fans. Perhaps present times, with Robert Downey Jr. 
as Holmes in the theaters, both Benedict Cumberbatch and Jonny Lee Miller 
as Holmes on TV, Ross K. Foad as Holmes on Internet, and Holmes stage 
plays somewhere every weekend, draws the closest comparison to this 
splendid time period.

While many think only three of the Stoll’s Eille Norwood series still exist, 
Louise Penn of the U.K. has informed me all but “The Dancing Men” still 
exist. She said she has viewed six, and will soon view five more, of them at 
various UK film festivals and at the British Film Institute. In 2015 she said  
the Barbican shows the two feature length ones, which is very exciting. The 
copyrights are owned by Andrew Lloyd Webber and the fact he hasn't made 
them widely available for screening or on DVD is very sad. Still pretty 
amazing if factual, considering how many silent films have been lost.

So let us look at the year 1921 and see what films one could see, starting 
out of course with Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes, in "The Adventures of 
Sherlock Holmes".



Photoplay Magazine commented the advance word on the film series is - “It 
is the real Sherlock Holmes, done into a number of two reel pictures, each 
telling a different story, from the worlds most famous mysteries. There is no 
sticky love interest to be upheld --- this is the cool detective of the test 
tubes and the many clues --- who works, step by step, toward a solution. 
The cast is well chosen of English players. Worthwhile.”1 

1921 - “The Dying Detective”, Eille Norwood (1861 - 1948) as Sherlock 
Holmes and Hubert Willis (1876 - 1984) as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).

“The Dying Detective” can be viewed at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=qaxEn0NPw-Y

1921 - “The Devil’s Foot”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes and Hubert 
Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).

“The Devil’s Foot” can be viewed at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=n4kJEneFse0

1 Photoplay Vol. 22 Jul - Dec. 1922 pg. 226
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1921 - “A Case of Identity”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes and Hubert 
Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).

1921 - “The Yellow Face”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes and Hubert 
Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).

1921 - “The Red-Headed League”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes and 
Hubert Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).

1921 - “The Resident Patient”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes and 
Hubert Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).

1921 - “A Scandal in Bohemia”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes and 
Hubert Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).

1921 - “The Man with the Twisted Lip”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock 
Holmes and Hubert Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).

“The Man with the Twisted Lip” can be viewed at: http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ic2QcSLOB4M

 
1921 - “The Beryl Coronet”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes and Hubert 
Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).

1921 - “The Noble Bachelor”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes and 
Hubert Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).

1921 - “The Copper Beeches”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes and 
Hubert Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).
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1921 - “The Empty House”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes and Hubert 
Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).

1921 - “The Tiger of San Pedro”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes and 
Hubert Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).

1921 - “The Priory School”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes and Hubert 
Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).

1921 - “The Solitary Cyclist”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes and 
Hubert Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).

1921 - “The Hound of the Baskervilles”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock
Holmes and Hubert Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).



“The Hound of The Baskervilles” - “An English-made film built around one of 
A. Conan Doyle’s best Sherlock Holmes tales. Remember the story of the 
mysterious deaths and the weird dog flashing fires on the moors? There is 
considerable suspense although the thing is maladroitly told. Dr. Watson has 
to write fearfully long letters to Holmes to get the plot along.”2

2 Photoplay Vol. 22 Jul - Dec. 1922 pg. 594



You know the stories, you’ve read the stories, I’m not going to rehash all the 
plots of this series. The series tried to stick to the original plots. Still after 
having read numerous just so-so reviews (like the one above), and having 
watched the few films that have survived, I can’t say I’m much of an Eille 
Norwood fan. The films had very short runs, most two weeks or less, but I’m 
not sure if that was due to the next in the series coming so quickly, the poor 
product, or the distribution problems (a story for a different essay) which 
had the films tied up in the courts on more than one occasion. Quantity not 
quality is the feeling I get for this series of films, although others, such as 
the aforementioned Louise Penn, whom has viewed many more than I have, 
praised it. 

With the Stoll films dominating the screens, there wouldn’t be a lot else 
produced to compete with them. We have only found a couple of parodies 
and a few foreign films left to mention for the year 1921.

1921 - “Saetta piu forte di Sherlock Holmes” or, “An Arrow Stronger 
Than Sherlock Holmes”. Eugenio d'Endremond as Sherlock Holmes?. 
Seatta Films (Italy).

1921 - “Das Detektivduell” or, “Harry Hill contra Sherlock Holmes” 
or, “The Dueling Detectives” or, “Harry Hill versus Sherlock Holmes”. 
Actors unknown. Arnheim Films (Germay).

1921 - “Lya als Sherlock Holmes” or, “Lya as Sherlock Holmes”. Actors 
unknown. Albert Löwenberg (Germay).

1921 - "The Hick on The Trail", Actors unknown. Clever Comedies Films.



The above "The Hick on The Trail" Ad says Philo Gubb as Sherlock Holmes in 
disguise and uses Sherlock Holmes’ name in description.3
Wikipedia tells us - The character of Philo Gubb was created by Ellis Parker 
Butler and first appeared in the May 1913 issue of Redbook magazine. Philo 
Gubb attained such a high level of popularity that the author's attempt to kill 
the character off was derailed by public pressure. Philo Gubb is a small-town 
paperhanger who learned his deductive technique by correspondence course, 
and admires Sherlock Holmes.

Last, but hardly least, we have the Holmes parody “Sherlock Brown”, the 
film I mention earlier which had an impressive year and a half run.

1921 - "Sherlock Brown", Bert Lytell (1885 - 1954) as William Sherlock 
Brown. Metro Films.

“Sherlock Brown”  - The secret formula for the world's most powerful 
explosive has been stolen from the U.S. government. William Brown (Lytell), 
a clerk who aspires to be a detective, has just received his badge from some 
anonymous Midwestern agency (he paid all of 25 dollars for it), and 
manages to get himself embroiled in the intrigue. And he doesn't do too 
badly -- he actually gets his hands on the missing envelope, but then he's 
tricked by the thieves into giving it back to them. Instead of receiving his 
reward, he is ridiculed and his tin badge is soundly crushed. But all is not 
lost -- he remembers that the woman in possession of the envelope was 
wearing sandalwood perfume. He puts his olfactory senses to work, and 
after he's smelled just about everything he can find, he recovers the 

3 "The Film Daily" June 8, 1921 pg. 1324



document again, gets a real detective badge, and wins his girl (Ora 
Carew).”4

4 Janiss Garza, Rovi



“Sherlock Brown” must have been a very funny film to have that long of a 
run. In the description reprinted above, we see that this was one Sherlock 
who had a ‘NOSE’ for detection and actually ‘SMELLED’ his way to success. 

End of Part Seventeen
(1922) Begins in Part Eighteen


