Silent Sherlock
Sherlock Holmes and the Silent Film Era

by

Howard Ostrom

Part Eighteen (1922)

The year 1922 would see two major film occurrences in the Sherlockian film
world. Eille Norwood and Stoll Films would continue pouring out films, this time
a series of fifteen, known as 'The Further Adventures of Sherlock Holmes'. Yet,
the biggest splash would belong to John Barrymore’s “Sherlock Holmes”,
which featured a dream pairing of ‘The Great Profile’ and biggest film star,
with the greatest profiler and literary star.

"The Further Adventures of Sherlock Holmes"

1922 - “Charles Augustus Milverton”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes
and Hubert Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).

1922 - “The Abbey Grange”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes and
Hubert Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).

1922 - “The Norwood Builder”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes and
Hubert Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).

1922 - “The Reigate Squires”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes and
Hubert Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).

1922 - “The Naval Treaty”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes and Hubert
Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).

1922 - “The Second Stain”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes and Hubert
Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).

1922 - “The Red Circle”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes and Hubert
Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).



1922 - “The Six Napoleons”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes and
Hubert Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).

1922 - “Black Peter”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes and Hubert Willis
as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).

1922 - “The Bruce Parkington Plans”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes
and Hubert Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.)

1922 - “The Stockbroker’s Clerk"”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes and
Hubert Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).

1922 - “The Boscombe Valley Mystery”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock
Holmes and Hubert Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).

1922 - “The Musgrave Ritual”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes and
Hubert Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).

1922 - “The Golden Pince-Nez”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes and
Hubert Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).

1922 - “The Greek Interpreter”, Eille Norwood as Sherlock Holmes and
Hubert Willis as Dr. Watson. Stoll Pictures (U.K.).

1922 - “Sherlock Holmes”, or, “Moriarty” (U.K.). John Barrymore (1882 -
1942) as Sherlock Holmes and Roland Young (1887 - 1953) as Dr. Watson.
Goldwyn Pictures.

“Sherlock Holmes” - What can one say, other then the number one box office
Sherlock Holmes movie of the silent film era.
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Across the Silversheet

The New Screen Plays In Review

By
ADELE WHITELY FLETCHER

ECAUSE an actor must have a
definite personality, there are but
a very few who are able to keep
their own individuality subservient
to the individuality of the character they
are creating. John Barrymore, however,
achieves this with the same success with
which he achieves other things. So it was
Sherlock Holmes which we enjoyed more
than John Barrymore as Sherlock Tlolmes.

Ii we nurtured a belief in witchcraft we
would believe that Barrymore transmitted
the psychology of his characters to his
audience by supernatural means. lle
sways his audience as the winds sway
slender reeds-—— But his magic is that
of the artist and of the craftsman. Ilis
technique is colored by the great imagina-
tion with which he endows his work. By
a hundred and one subtleties he portrays
that which others fail to capture even
after going to great lengths in their desire
to achieve it,

Even to those rare souls who have not
read Conan Doyle’s story of the great
detective whose lightning deductions
astonished the greatest minds of England,
Sherlock Holmes is not a stranger. And
in stepping from the covers of the novel
to the screen, the character has lost no
interest.

The production, possessing a very
definite artistic quality, also is
interspersed with sensa-
tional episodes
which jog the
senses. The

Above is John Barrymore in “Sherlock Holmes."”
This is, by far, the finest production of the
past month, and, for all of that, one of the
finest productions that has come to the
screen this year. Ac the left is Con-
stance Talmadge in “The Primitive
Laver,”” 2 preduction which is an
improvement on the recent offer-
ings in which she appeared

thread of suspense is
maintained at some-
thing of a tension
thruout the story of
how Holmes foils the
fiendish ends of Mori-
arty. Moriarty is
forced to seek |his
dwelling  farther and
farther under ground—
first in cellars and then in
sub-cellars in order to
escape the persecution of
Holmes,
The love interest, with Carol
Dempster playing the girl Sherlock
eventually marries, was the crea-
tion of the scenarist, for Conan Doyle

did not bless his detective with an inamorata.




Rave Reviews

Full Column of first day reviews of John Barrymore's "Sherlock Holmes"!

You can view a few minutes of John Barrymore as Sherlock Holmes at http://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=wlLKeWcC1xyc&feature=youtu.be

1 "The Film Daily" (Volume 19-20) Jan - Jun 1922 Pg. 4 - May 9
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They Thought
He Was
John

Barrymore

Scores of people thought
John Barrymore played a
dual role in “‘Sherlock
Holmes." They insisted
he played not only Sher-
lock Holmes, but Mari-
arity also. This was great
tribute for the work of
Gustav V. Seyffertitz,
who actually created the
role of Moriarity, And
it is truc that his Mori-
arity was not unlike
Barrymore's Hyde
in*“Dr. Jekylland
Mr. Hyde " Mr. Secyf-
i marked

fertitz enjoyed

ess on the stage, as
director for Maude
5 aad Charles
Frohman. “The Little
Minister’”  and ""Chanti-
cleer” numbered among
his efforts, On the screen
he has directed Lila Lee
and Alice Calhoun. How-
ever, when people think
his work is the work of
John Barrymore, we he-
lieve it behooves Mr
Seyfiertitz to give his cf.

(‘)1:»’; to actual portrayals
I / ":
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See Barrymore meet Moriarty at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=wBXmxqYcI0Q
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Standing Room Only
Box Office Numbers and Top Star

A rundown on plot and all aspects of John Barrymore's "Sherlock Holmes” is
above.?

2"The Film Daily" (Volume 19-20) Jan - Jun 1922 May 14 Pg. 2



Reminder, you can view a few minutes of John Barrymore as Sherlock
Holmes at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wl KeWcC1xyc&feature=youtu.be

1922 - “The Affected Detective”, Cecil Mannering as a famous sleuth who
liked cocaine. Revue Films (U.K.).

“The Affected Detective” - A detective under the influence of cocaine
imagines he in tracking down criminals in the far away Orient.

1922 - “Jazz Hounds"”, Lawrence Chenault, the man in the Sherlockian
garb. Reol Productions.

“Both censorship records and lobby cards for the film suggest that Reol's
two-reel comedy ‘The Jazz Hounds’ borrowed liberally from the Ebony Film

Ohe JAZT, HOUNDS
cA Reol Comedy

produced by
REOL PRODUCTIONS CORPORATION

Corporation's popular (1918) Black Sherlock Holmes character. The Chicago
Board of Censors' synopsis describes the plot of ‘The Jazz Hounds’ as 'Fake
detective's episodes'. One lobby card depicts a lighter-skinned Black man in
a deerstalker cap and matching cape interrogating two 'zip coon' characters,
who consume fried chicken with gusto in another still.”3

3 Petersen, Christina -Film History | July 1, 2008 | “"The 'Reol' story: race authorship and
consciousness in Robert Levy's Reol Productions, 1921-1926"
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1922 - “Camillo Emulo di Sherlock Holmes”, or “Camillo Emulated
Sherlock Holmes”. Alberto Albertini (1898 - 1957) as Camillo? Caeser
Films (Italy).

End of Part Eighteen
(1923 - 1924) Begins in Part Nineteen






