NPLH: RED RISING
The episode opens with Miss Blake deciding she has had enough of SHERLOCK HOLMES and DOCTOR WATSON’s old fashioned dress sense and so a shopping trip is in order. However  Holmes slips away leaving Watson to his fate. 

With the day now free, Holmes attends an auction. It is here he meets the stingy RABBI COLESLAW who tells him he is looking for some scarlet strawberry paint to finish off painting his house, the boy BRADERICK THEOBALD he had doing it on community service burnt his fingers on a blowtorch and ended up falling off a ladder spilling the paint. 
Meanwhile Miss Blake and Watson’s shopping trip does not go according to plan when she has her handbag snatched from her by a hooded thief by the riverside.

They return home to see Holmes. He takes Miss Blake scarf away for examination due to her mentioning the thief’s hands touched this. Holmes hopes to extract some clue and see if he can get any finger prints lifted off it. 

His examination reveals that there are only three sets of finger prints upon the scarf, his own, Miss Blake and Watsons. The thief oddly did not leave any actual prints - just an unidentifiable smudge. Holmes also detects what he at first believes is blood upon the scarf but a taste test proves it to be red paint. This revelation is what begins the cogs of his brain to turn and start putting the pieces together.
He identifies the paint as “Strawberry Scarlet” which brings him to remember the boy The Rabbi mentioned “Braderick Theobald” who had been painting with it.

Holmes and Watson track him down to an alley behind where he lives and decides to set a test by dressing as an old woman with a handbag in an easy to reach position. Braderick takes the bait and is soon set upon by Watson. A tussle ensues and Braderick finds himself at the mercy of Holmes and Watson. 

He denies Holmes accusations of theft until Holmes goes over his evidence including the strawberry scarlet paint found on the scarf and the fact Braderick Theobald had his hands burnt by a blow torch resulting in him having no fingerprints. This accounted for the smudge unidentifiable marks upon the scarf when he touched it. 


Realising he has no choice Braderick gives in and returns the handbag to Holmes before being sent on his way.

A defeated Braderick slinks back to a dungeon and informs his boss MADELINE CHAMBERS of what has transpired. Madeline is furious with Sherlock Holmes for ruining her bag snatching racket, and for his past involvement in ruining the theft of her sister’s antique watch. She vows that she will get her revenge and Holmes will curse the day he ever crossed swords with “The Red Headed League”.
