NPLH: HOLMES IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS
The story begins on Christmas Eve in Sussex Downs 1893: - the period Holmes was presumed dead by the world while on the run from the villainous Moriarty Club. 

Sherlock Holmes has formed a temporary alliance with Irene Adler whom he met while working on a theatre show upon a cruise liner. They have continued to work together on acting jobs as Holmes can not take on commissionable cases.

Sherlock Holmes and Adler hear a scream near to the river side and upon investigation find Mycroft Holmes already there. He explains that he came to Sussex to speak with Sherlock over the Moriarty clubs movements but has been caught up in the investigation of a baker murdered with a Christmas stocking. 

They look for the source of the scream and find a woman’s body lying floating in the river with a St Nicholas Christmas hat pulled over her head.

Sherlock feels it is no coincidence there have been two murders using Christmas items in the area and that they are dealing with a double murderer. Holmes decides to take on the investigation on behalf of Mycroft and travels to the church with Irene to see if the Reverend can tell them anything of interest about the baker.
Irene Adler speaks to REVEREND ARCHDALE and pretends she is interested in booking a wedding, through the course of the conversation confesses his fears to Irene that the commercialism of Christmas is becoming more important than the message behind it. 
As they talk a young girl MILDRED CARRUTHERS excitedly interrupts Irene Adler. Mildred recognises her to be a famous opera singer. She chats to Irene and tells her about her Christmas plans and the Christmas presents she has bought her family.

They leave shortly after and meet up with Mycroft again, he offers Sherlock some nuts and a Satsuma that he picked up at the market place from a man dressed as St Nicholas.


After updating Mycroft on what the Reverend said Holmes and Adler head back to the riverside to see if any more clues can be found. 

But upon the way they come across Mildred Carruthers, lying dead under a bush.
Holmes examines her body and finds whole walnuts shoved down her throat. Surrounding her body are the discards of Satsuma peels.

Holmes recalls Mycroft telling him about a man dressed as St.Nicholas giving out these items in the market place and after telling Irene to guard the body he dashes off to confront the man.

Holmes locates and speaks to the seller FRANK GATSBY who has an alibi for the time of murder having only just come off work,  he goes on to describe to Holmes about who he gave his nuts and Satsuma’s to that day. From the description given Holmes immediately recognizes who his first customer was - The Reverend Archdale.


Holmes returns to the churchyard to see the Reverend. He confronts him and begins producing his evidence. The fact all the deaths involved items he got from Frank Gatsby. A Stocking, Walnuts, Satsuma, a St.Nicholas hat.

Holmes explains how he has linked together the deaths common theme - Christmas. Everyone killed was associated with a more commercial Christmas, which the Reverend bitterly opposes, tt was nothing but a callous act to strike fear into the villagers and get them to attend Church.

Archdale confesses to the crime but explains that his hatred is justified; he points Holmes to a memorial bench dedicated to his wife.


He explains she died 3 years ago on Christmas Eve when she slipped upon the icy streets and knocked her head. Archdale attempted to raise help from the hospital but all of the nurses had skipped duty to attend a Christmas party. With no one left to help her she perished.

While Holmes is still distracted reading from the memorial Archdale attacks him from behind and flings him over the bench. The crazed Archdale moves in to finish him off declaring he will not be stopped.

Suddenly he drops to the floor as a mighty crack is heard when a cane strikes the top of his head. 

Standing by his body is the shadowed figured of Irene Adler clutching the broken cane - she twirls it in her hand and innocently remarks if hitting a vicar is going to send her to hell. 

