NPLH : HATS OFF MR HOLMES
The episode opens with MISS CHRISTINE BLAKE putting up decorations in her house as she hums out of tune Christmas tunes. SHERLOCK HOLMES finds the whole ordeal rather annoying and see’s little purpose in all the vulgarity. 

After DOCTOR WATSON fails to find any case of interest for Holmes in a newspaper and Miss Blakes attempt to get him interested in the Sudoku fails, Sherlock storms out for a walk in a bid to calm his over active mind.

During the walk he discovers a hat, seemingly unattended left on a bench. Closer examination reveals what appears to be a blood stain upon the rim of it.

Returning Home with the hat he decides to challenge Watson and Miss Blake to a game of deduction, asking them to employ his methods to try and figure out what sort of a man would own a hat like this. 

Much to their annoyance Watson and Miss Blakes attempts are met with a mocking dismissal. Holmes begins to explain how he knows exactly who the owner is and he has already been contacted and on his way to collect it. Holmes informs them he believes the man to be in his 50’s and a builder who possibly occasionally works within an abattoir too. 

The man then arrives and is led in by Miss Blake, he is indeed a male in his late 50’s carrying a toolbox and wearing a scruffy plastered covered jean jacket. 

He proclaims his name to be ARTHUR SCRUNGE and begins to explain how he and his work mate Ron must have left it on the bench while plastering a nearby fence. He remarks how grateful he is as Christmas is a stressfully expensive time of the year for him with his girlfriend, 4 ex wives, 12 children, their 12 children and Thump the dog. To explains to help with the cost he has to take a seasonal job at Mr Bacons butcher factory. A job that pays well but is rather messy - often resulting in pigs blood going on his clothes.
After he leaves Watson remarks about how accurate Holmes deductions were but questions how Holmes did it. Holmes explains how when he identified the owner to be a builder from the plaster upon it he reasoned that as building is not a constant trade he might take up employment else where simultaneously. The blood on the hat which he had already identified as pigs, combined with the time of year gave him the conclusion he worked in a seasonal slaughter job allowing him to narrow down where to find him. 

With the case solved Holmes announces he will retire to the front room so he can brood moodily in the dark for no apparent reason. Happy with the peace and quiet Miss Blake decides to finish off the newspaper quiz - the only item Holmes did not complete earlier that day. 

Much to her annoyance though every time she reads a question out Holmes shouts out the answer before she has a chance to do it herself. Eventually she gets so frustrated she gives up and asks Doctor Watson to see if there is any more holly in the decoration box. Watson laughs and asks if Miss Blake is doing more decorating but an irritated Miss Blake merely remarks she has other household tasks to do - including making Mr Holmes bed. 

When Holmes retires to bed later that night he shouts his goodnights to Watson and Miss Blake and then proceeds to leap into bed - and leap straight out again having sat upon a bundle of holly. 

Miss Blake begins to cackle from her room and shouts back to him “MERRY CHRISTMAS MR HOLMES!!!”.
