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Part One (1913)

Noted Sherlockian, Peter Blau, for whom I have the utmost respect, in 
commenting on my ‘Silent Sherlock’ essay series mentioned; “I won't expect 
instant action on my suggestion that you also consider exploring silent films of 
Conan Doyle's non-Sherlockian works . . . there are some . . . "House of 
Temperley" and "Brigadier Gerard" and "The Fighting Eagle" among them . . . 
and I'm sure there is much more to be discovered.” Peter I will take your 
suggestion and give it the old college try. Let’s take a look at the Non-Sherlockian 
Doyle films of the silent film era.

In the “Silent Sherlock” essays I had one hundred and fifteen Sherlock Holmes 
silent films listed prior to the year 1913. For the Non-Sherlockian Conan Doyle 
films I have zero prior to 1913, therefore, we will begin with 1913’s “The House of 
Temperley”.

1913 - "The House of Temperley" - An adaptation of “Rodney Stone” - 
Charles Maude (1882 - 1943) as Captain Jack Temperley. London Film 
Productions.

“Rodney Stone”, adapted into the 1913 silent film “The House of Temperley”, 
“is a Gothic mystery and boxing novel by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, first 
published in 1896. The eponymous narrator is a Sussex country boy who is 
taken to London by his uncle Sir Charles Tregellis, a highly respected 
gentleman and arbiter of fashion who is on familiar terms with the most 
important people of Great Britain. The novel interweaves Rodney's coming-
of-age story with that of his friend Boy Jim's boxing endeavors, and a large 
portion of it deals with the famous bare-knuckle boxers of the late 
eighteenth and early nineteenth century, such as Jem Belcher, John Jackson, 
Daniel Mendoza, Dutch Sam, and others. The book includes vignettes of a 
number of historical personages, notably the Prince Regent, Lord Nelson, Sir 
John Lade, Lord Cochrane and Beau Brummel.”1

1 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rodney_Stone
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Article from - “Illustrated Films Monthly”2 

2 Illustrated Films Monthly Sep. 1913  Vol. 1 Pgs. 129-136

















Ad from “The Motion Picture News”3
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3 ‘The Motion Picture News Vol. 9 Apr.  Pg. 20




