NPLH: OLD HABITS DIE HARD

The episode opens in the year 2010 on a busy main road in London. HOLMES and WATSON are standing in the middle of a residential street looking around with a panic struck look upon their faces. The last thing they recall was being in a forest with Sir Hugo Baskerville. They now find themselves surrounded by buses, cars, tall modern buildings and are terrified.

After warily venturing further Holmes comes to find a newspaper. To his shock it informs him it is the year 2010. Holmes and Watson are flabbergasted as to what is going on but Holmes can only deduce that it had something to do with Sir Hugo Baskerville actually being correct about the legend, and somehow having the power to do something like this.

For a scientific mind like Holmes this is very hard to accept but he downplays his concerns from Watson and decides they should try and find a new place to live before they do anything further. 

They respond to a local newspaper advertisement and soon meet the house owner MISS CHRISTINE BLAKE, a slightly ditzy chatterbox of a woman in her early 20’s. She shows them the living room which Holmes remarks would make an excellent consulting room. When Miss Blake asks what he means by this he tells her he used to be in the detecting business and intends to continue in this line of work. 

This is attractive news to Miss Blake, she thinks a private detective might be able to solve a worry of her own. She tells Holmes of her suspicions of her boyfriend BILLY HENSON not being faithful to her and thinks he is seeing someone behind her back. He has a lot of whispered conversations on the phone that ends when she enters the room and is constantly on edge. Holmes agrees to the case and resolves to find the truth.

He tracks Henson down to his favourite pub and pretends to accidently bump into him, picking his pocket as he does so. His pilfering reveals a note informing Henson to meet the sender in an alleyway behind The Priory Primary school for 3pm - it is signed only by D. 

Holmes deduces from the handwriting the sender is not female and does not believe Henson is having an affair with a woman after all.

Holmes and Watson follow Henson to the location where he waits anxiously peering suspiciously at everyone who goes past. Holmes does not believe Henson knows what the notes sender looks like and so instructs Watson to go to him and allude to being D.


Watson does so and Henson responds by handing him some packages, Watson peeks inside one and recognizes that they contain cocaine. Henson asks him what the current street price value is at the moment and how much he is going to receive. Watson is thrown and begins guessing in amounts relevant to his Victorian roots - a penny, two penny, a shilling…

Henson thinks Watson is playing him for a fool and goes to hit him. He is blocked from doing so by Holmes and the two engage in a fist fight. Eventually Holmes manages to defeat Henson and he and Watson march away him to the Police Station.

Returning back to Miss Blakes home they explain the truth behind his behaviour, although Miss Blake is sad, she feels better that she can move on with her life now and so repays Holmes and Watson with the promise of 3 months free rent. 

Watson then retires to the front room to write his journal up, reflecting on what has passed and what challenges the new future may hold for him and Holmes.
