NPLH: DIALYSIS MURDER
MISS TEREASA FAIRWEATHER - an outspoken animal rights activist and her friend the nerdy nose bleed prone HERBERT REEVES  go to Holmes to beg for his help in a case. Teresa’s fiancé DANIEL MOONSHINE DIGWEED is accused of the murder of an animal testing lab technician. Two years prior Daniel was jailed for attacking the same man with a pitchfork.

The murder occurred the very same day Daniel was out on a day release. As the man was found with a pitchfork in his head and Daniels blood at the scene, all fingers point to Daniel. Teresa insists he did not do it and Holmes agrees to investigate. 

Dressing as a prison guard Holmes gets in to speak to Digweed. Daniel swears to him that he went no where near the technician’s house at Gillette Grove during the day of the murder. This sparks Holmes interest as he recalls the newspapers said the technician lived at Wilmer way. Holmes realises Digweed obviously was unaware the man had moved since his attack.

As Holmes remarks on this, Daniels dialysis monitor goes off alerting him for his appointment. Daniel explains to Holmes he must have this every day due to giving away one of his kidneys as the remaining one has become infected and weak.. 

Holmes returns home and persuades a reluctant WATSON to go to the local G.P and get hold of Digweeds medical files as he feels these hold the key to proving his innocence. 
Watson manages to get into the surgery by offering to cover for the DOCTOR PROCTOR while he tries to find his wife a birthday present. With the coast clear Watson extracts the paper records for Mr Digweed from the archives.

He returns these to Holmes who after reading them excitedly announces this confirms what he suspected and he rushes off to see Teresa Fairweather.

He finds Fairweather, Reeves and a group of activists in the forest. They are there protesting the annual deer cull and berating park ranger BILL MC CREATH. Holmes interrupts the protestations and announces he knows who really killed the technician. 

He notes that it is interesting how Herbert is the least vocal of the group yet the one most willing to take action, and its ironic that by killing the lab technician he has probably saved animals from a life behind bars but imprisoned his own friend behind them in the process.

After Herbert venomously denies the accusation Holmes begins his explanations behind his theory. He explains the medical records of Digweed prove that Herbert was the recipient of Daniels kidney donation. Due to the kidneys playing a role in the filtration of blood the structure of Herbert’s blood changed slightly to adapt, taking on some of the memory of Daniels DNA and traces of his blood. Herbert’s blood effectively is now a mimic of Daniels. 

Holmes explains this is how Daniels blood was found at the murder scene, the technician fought back and cut Reeves. But the DNA analysis showed it was a match of Digweeds leading to his arrest.

Holmes further strengthens his evidence with the observation of Herberts nose bleeds, Holmes recalls Herbert mentioned earlier that they were only a recent occurrence. And when lending Digweed a tissue in the prison Holmes noticed that Digweed too suffered from nose bleeds. 

Holmes points out that it is not unheard of for a donor’s recipient to take on physical or mental anomalies from its donor.

Herbert realises the game is up and runs into the forest, he does not hear the cries of Ranger McCreath that he is heading straight to into the culling ground. 

Holmes gives chase and attempts to stop Herbert, he tells him not to continue going the way he is for safety. Herbert asks Holmes what is wrong with the way he was going. 

Holmes goes to open his mouth but then pauses; he stops himself, and then after a brief consideration tells Herbert there is no actual reason. Herbert makes off into forest as the ranger and the other protestors arrive. 

A gun shot is heard followed by a scream.

The protestors look on horrified frozen to the spot. Holmes quietly walks away merely remarking to Miss Fairweather that they have an innocent fiancé of hers to free.

