NPLH : A STUDY IN SECRETS
The episode opens with off duty Police Constable ANDREW BURKE on his way to do some shopping when he is accosted by the burly shady AGENT PINKERTON. Pinkerton questions Burke over his movements and motives concerning information he had come across concerning HOLMES and WATSON.


Burke recalls the check he performed on behalf of PC Crawford months prior when Crawford arrested Holmes and Watson. He remembers the search results came back with the fact they were marked with immunity and not to arrest.

Pinkerton urges a confused Burke never to repeat anything he read about Holmes or he will have to face him again.

Meanwhile MADELINE CHAMBERS takes a phone call from LUCINDA QUINN, the daughter of a client she is due to visit to evaluate her property of her antiques for auction. Quinn cancels Madeline’s attendance as her mother has been admitted to hospital.

Madeline is enraged by this and remarks to REBECCA CONSTANCE that she had planned to rip off the dotty old fool but now fears she may never recover to make another appointment. Rebecca points out that they still can rip her off, with Mrs Quinn Senior away - it is an ideal opportunity to burgle it, as after all what they have now is an Empty House.

Shortly after this phone call Lucinda Quinn visits Holmes, she wants to engage his services to act as security to her mother’s house while she is in the hospital. Quinn fears that the house might become a target due to the antiques and treasures within. Holmes agrees to take on the case and act as a guard to ensure its security.


Burkes day goes from bad to worse when he finds himself summoned to the HR Director MR FUSSBUDGET who informs Burke that he is to be transferred away from the Call Centre Command on to a local beat safer neighbour hood team. This surprises Burke and raises his suspicion that the visit from Agent Pinkerton is connected to his removal, he begins to suspect that someone is trying to keep him away from an intelligence led role and keep him out of the way.
Unable to prove anything PC Burkes accepts his fate and takes up the beat based role. 

Near to where Burke is patrolling is Mrs Quinns house, the house that is presently being ransacked by Madeline and Rebecca on the hunt for antiques and treasure. 

After they leave the mansion with their treasures an argument ensues over who should carry the heavy loot bag. Their raised bickering attracts the attention Sherlock Holmes - on his way to perform a security check himself upon Mrs Quinn’s house.

In the midst of the argument Holmes manages to take the treasure filled bag away from Madeline giving her a massive shock when she realises she is now face to face with her long standing rival.

 In desperation Madeline decides it is time to cash in and reveal what she has learnt of Sherlock Holmes life and history. 

Madeline demands the treasures back as well as his silence over the burglary. If he does not she tells him he will face having his secret revealed. Holmes is convinced she can not know anything and calls her bluff. He is soon corrected when Rebecca mentions how they know he is “not from around here”. Before this is elaborated on much further PC Burke interrupts causing The Red Headed League to flee.

PC Burke is suspicious of Holmes involvement when he hands over the bag of treasure but his suspicion disappears when he learns who he actually is. Seeing an opportunity to speak properly about the conspiracy he thinks is happening, he leaves a mystified Holmes with a note to meet him at The Canbury Arms at 4PM. 

When Burke later goes to attend the meeting he finds himself accosted by Agent Pinkerton once again. Pinkerton knocks him out with Chloroform before dragging him away. 

Eventually Burke comes too and finds himself tied up in a dark cell bound at the wrists with Pinkerton standing over him. Burke demands to know who he is and why he is doing this but receives only silence as Pinkerton continues to watch over him without flinching.


